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PREFACE. 


—~———— 


Tne Locomotive System of Stenography is so called 
because in skilful hands it is a rapid system, and 
also because movement from station to station is its 
essential principle. The letters or sounds repre- 
sented have separately no fixed shape as in ordinary 
systems of phonography, but depend for their form 


upon the relation in which they stand to other — | 


letters. 

If ordinary hand-writing on plain paper may be 
likened to walking, which though slow can be 
carried on over any ground ; and if Pitman’s system, 
which is decidedly the best freehand phonographic 
system extant, requiring only the usual ruled paper, 
may be likened to riding in a stage-coach on a mac- 
adamised road ; the system now introduced, having 
a permanent way laid down with lines and sleepers, 
surely most resembles travelling by rail, and if pro- 
perly used affords us transit at the highest. speed, 
lt provides the reporter with apparatus by which 
nearly half his work is done before he commences 
his task. As to the brevity of expression of which 
it is capable, as distinct from the extent of surface 
covered, there cannot be a doubt. Any one who 
will compare a series of a dozen words represented 
by this system with the same words written in 
Pitman’s, will need no further argument on that 
score. Strokes and twirls innumerable are saved, 
the number of grammalogues is greatly reduced, 
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those used consist entirely of dots or circles, and 
simplicity reigns throughout. 

Facility of execution is all that is needed to make 
the system a brilliant success. A knowledge of the 
principles can be acquired in a day; and in a month, 
sufficient facility to transcribe with fair speed from 
dictation. But the student is warned against at- 
tempting too soon to report speeches ; for this in its 
perfection requires a combination of the skill of the 
artist with that of the compositor. The compositor, 
having his tray of types before him, descends upon 
the particular compartment in which the required 
letter lies, with an absence of hesitation and utter 
unconsciousness almost amounting to instinct: such 
is the force of habit. And the artist, at the behest 
of his will, or as the exigencies of his subject de- 
mand, directs his pencil from point to point with 
the utmost delicacy of touch and with unerring 
precision. The efforts of both are extremely simple 
in the abstract, but are capable of great refinement. 
It is only practice that makes perfect ; but enough 
has been said to indicate the kind of practice which 
will render the student of this system an efficient 
reporter. 


Nore.—When great proficiency is attained, it will 
be found practicable, and even preferable, to write 
on paper ruled with lines only one-twelfth of an 
inch apart, instead of one-tenth of an inch, as recom- 
mended to the student. Without any absolute sacri- 
fice of clearness, there will be an appreciable gain 
in the diminished manual exertion, and a reduc- 
tion of more than thirty per cent. in the amount of 
space covered. 





SHORTHAND MADE EASY; 


OR, 


THE LOCOMOTIVE SYSTEM OF STENOGRAPHY. 


——t oO 


Tuis system differs from all other known systems of 
shorthand in representing consonants as well as 
vowels by a reference to fixed positions or stations, 
lines being used for the simple purpose of indicating 
and connecting such fixed positions. 

The advantage of this method consists in its 
enabling us by a single dash of the pen to represent 
in all cases two letters, generally a whole syllable, 
and in many cases a whole word, and this by strict 
rule. 

The apparatus required consists of a pen or pencil 
capable of easy. transition from thin to thick lines, 
and of paper specially ruled. The paper is ruled 
with red ink in lines one-tenth of an inch apart, 
- each fourth line being thicker than the other three, 
and it is also cross-ruled in the same way, the 
result being that squares are formed four-tenths of 
an inch each way, each square being also subdivided 
into sixteen smaller squares. By the intersection of 
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the faint lines, nine chief positions are formed in 
each larger square for the nine chief consonants and 
their mates. In Diagram 1, Plate I., we have the 
square magnified 10 x 10 times. 

A line drawn between any two of these /points 
serves to indicate the initial and final consonants of 
a syllable, being thick at either or both ends when 
the broader consonants, such as B, D, are represented, 
and thin for the sharper consonants, P, T, &c. 

The vowels have their positions on the two hori- 
zontal partitions (Diagram 2, Plate I.). They need 
seldom be represented except when they occur at 
the beginning or end of a syllable. But in either 
of these cases they are indicated by a line carried 
through the: partition at the particular point to 
which they belong, e. g. America (Fig. 1, Plate IV.). 
If the line be directed through the middle of that 
portion of the partition which is reserved for the 
particular vowel, the vowel is long; if to the left- 
hand corner (but through), it is short; and if to the 
right-hand, it is broad. It is very rarely, however, 
that such nicety is required. Where a vowel occurs 
in the middle of a syllable, it can be partially indi- 
cated by giving a particular character to the line 
connecting the initial and final consonants. If the 
line be straight, either i is indicated, or the con- 
sonants are combined without the intervention of 
any vowel at all; if the line be curved with con- 
vexity upwards (more or less), a or eis Indicated ; 
and if curved with convexity downwards (less or 
more), o oru. As lines approach the vertical, up- 
ward and downward curves become right and left or 


a 
, 


# 


THE LOCOMOTIVE SYSTEM OF STENOGRAPHY. ‘; 


the reverse according as the lines begin above or 
below. 

Diphthongs, where it is necessary to represent 
them, may be indicated by curving the line to or 
from the position of one of the component vowels. 
Thus, law (Fig. 2, Plate IV.), mouse (Fig. 3, 
Plate IV.).* 


With a very few exceptions, the direction taken 
by the pen must be forwards, or if vertical down- 
wards. That is, if an imaginary circle be drawn 
round the starting-point of any stroke, the stroke 
must lie in the right semicircle. This is of special 
importance when a single stroke suffices to represent 
a whole word. 

Where the initial consonant of a word is too far 
to the right of the square to enable us to continue 
the word by this rule in the same square, the stroke 
is to be carried through to the next square on the 
right, e.g. come (Fig. 9, Plate IV.). 

Another advantage of this system is that it 


* The diphthong o7, being compounded of o and ¢ (which latter 
is usually indicated by keeping the line straight), cannot always 
be Yepresented according to the above rule. This is especially 
the case at the beginning of words. It is allowable under these 
circumstances to make a small cross-stroke in the o or 7 space— 
a cross-stroke being always indicative of an additional vowel- 
sound, as will be seen further on, e.g. oi (Fig. 4). In the 
middle of syllables, oi can always be represented by curving 
the stroke preceding downwards and carrying it into the 7 
space. But this may be inconvenient, and therefore the diph- 
thong may be represented, in either the o or 7 space, by crossing 
the stroke preceding by that which follows, e. g. boil, soil (Figs. 
5, 6). Mis added in the usual way, to be presently described, 
e.g. hoist, Jehoiachim (Figs. 7, 8). 
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enables us to brace consonants together that are 
combined in speaking, without requiring, except in 
the case of a few triple combinations, any additional 
stroke of the pen. ‘Thus, to take the most common 
illustration, it will be observed by reference to the 
large square (Diagram 1, Plate I.), that the liquids L 
and R are placed in immediate juxtaposition with 
the consonants with which they blend. Conse- 
quently we can represent both by starting from a 
point between the two, e. g. drag, clutch (Figs. 10, 
11, Plate IV.). This point is placed one-third of 
the distance from the position of the first of the 
blended consonants to that of the second. The 
reason of this becomes apparent when we mention 
that BP and VF stand diagonally to R and L, 
and that the midway points of their diagonals are 
the midway points of other diagonals also. More- 
over, it is very convenient to be able with equal ease 
to represent the same consonants when combined in 
the reverse way, and this of course can be done by in- 
dicating a point placed a third of the distance from 
the other end, e. g. bard, tale (Figs. 12, 18, Plate IV.). 

But as the square contains nine chief positions, 
the juxtaposition of all is impossible. Accordingly, 
the partitions and spaces intervening between the 
chief positions of one square and those of neighbour- 
ing squares are brought into requisition, as shown 
in Diagram 38, Plate I., and more fully in Plate II. 
It will be seen that the positions for the blended con- 
sonants are very seldom arbitrarily assigned, but are 
for the most part chosen because the originals of the 
combination lie on either side. To distinguish those 
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blended consonants which lie on the horizontal par- 
titions from the vowels which hold a similar posi- 
tion, the indicating line is kept within the square, 
and does not cross the horizontal partitions as it does 
for the vowels. But Y, W, and Q (kw and gw) are 
in this respect treated as vowels. 

Occasionally the allied consonants which occupy 
a single point are required to follow each other. 
This is represented by a small circle or loop, e. g. 
damnation (Fig. 14, Plate IV.). 

R and L being the single occupants of points, are 
made to follow each other by a circle also, e.g. 
marl (Fig. 15, Plate IV.). This arrangement enables 
us to make use of the partitional point which lies 
between L and RK in adjoining squares for an 
entirely different combination, viz. Th, which is 
broad in thy, represented by a thick line, and 
sharp in think, represented by a thin line (Figs. 16, 
17, Plate IV.). Sh is arbitrarily placed, but it is— 
not far from Ch, to which it is somewhat allied, and 
it is near N so as conveniently to blend with it for 
the formation of the important termination -tion; _ 
it is near R with which it also blends readily, and” 
also near § in one of the squares below so as con- 
veniently to form the phonographic representative 
of the frequent termination -cious. The broader 
sound zh, as in pleasure (Fig. 18, Plate IV.), is re- 
presented by a thicker line indicating the same 
point. 

St occupies its normal position, but is fortunately 
so placed as to blend easily with R to form the im- 
portant triple combinations str and rst. 

B 3 
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DT and BP form most important combinations 
with MN, and to these eight positions are assigned, 
but in such a manner that the first consonant is not 
far from its original situation. 

And this law holds good with regard to all the 
nine chief consonants and their mates. Hach can 
blend with any one of the other eight, and this in 
either direction, except J Ch, which as regards 
D'T only combines one way, the other being pho- 
netically superfluous. But where a special regard 
for accuracy is required, the blended consonants 
should be represented separately. At the same 
time it may be mentioned that the shorter method 
will be no more difficult to construe than the 
ordinary handwriting of many persons. And 
although in Plate Il. the various positions for 
gether, it must be remembered that in many 
instances the distinction is made clear from the 
fact that those in proximity are some of them final, 
others initial. 

Moreover, as the learner advances in facility of 
writing, he will be able accurately to indicate the 
position he desires, and will then find it convenient, 
for the sake of despatch, to run one syllable into 
another. The running of words together is never 
to be recommended, but in running syllables to- 
gether immense advantage is obtained. Thus, in 
representing remembered (Fig. 19, Plate IV.), r-m- 
mb-rd, one stroke suffices for each articulated utter- 
ance. In many instances, we actually represent a 
word with fewer strokes than it has syllables. This 
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is especially the case with words ending in the sound 
of L, e.g. apostle, muddle (Figs. 20, 21, Plate IV.). And 
many combinations of consonants. which blend more 

‘perfectly as initial utterances, may yet be used for 
finals, even though there is in reality a vowel-sound 
between. Such are br for -ber, bl for -ble, tr for -éer, 
sl for -sle, vr for -ver, vl for -vle, &e. 

There are certain triple combinations which can- 
not be represented by any one point. In each such 
case a stroke is requisite to connect one of the three 
consonants with the other two. A backward stroke, 
even at the commencement of a word, is allowable 
under these circumstances, provided no ambiguity 
arise, e.g. scribe, impressed (Figs. 22, 23, Plate 
IV.). 

An unaccentuated vowel at the beginning of a word 
may be represented by a dot a short distance from 
the beginning of the first stroke, or where this is 
likely to lead to confusion, by a cross-stroke through 
the line at its commencement, e.g. apply, especial 
(Figs. 24, 25, Plate 1V.). This dot or cross-stroke 
is not needed before m or n where these are combined 
with a consonant, and the initial vowelis 7 Con- 
sequently nd, nt, mp, &c., stand for ind-, int-, imp-, 
&c., at the beginning of words. 

Final y is represented by a dot or cross-stroke 
also, at the end of the word, e. g. validity, amenity 
(Figs. 26, 27, Plate IV.). 

S, when indicating the plural number, the posses- 
sive case, or the 3rd person singular, may be repre- 
sented by a tick, e.g. trumps, Tom’s, gives (Figs. 
28, 29, 30, Plate IV.). A similar appendage at the 

B 4 
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beginning of a word stands for h, e.g. history (Fig. 
31, Plate IV.). 

Where h occurs in the middle of a word, if it have 
to be represented at a consonantal position, it is in- 
dicated by a slight tick standing out from the junc- 
tion of lines; if it have to be represented in a 
vowel’s position, it is indicated by a circle or loop. 
In the latter case, the vowel in whose position the 
loop occurs is the previous vowel, not that following. 
To indicate the vowel following, the line after 
forming the loop must proceed either with its ap- 
propriate curve to the next consonant, if this be 
sufficient, or to the particular vowel’s position, e. g. 
Manhattan, Soho (Figs. 32, 33, Plate IV.). 

In the last example, where the vowel preceding 
and following is the same, it is allowable to carry 
the loop through by a twirl and terminate in the 
same vowel’s space. Thus, Soho (Fig. 34, Plate 
IV.). 

The blended consonants whose positions are on 
the horizontal partitions may be reduplicated, if they 
have a stroke preceding or following, by a circle or 
loop, e. g. content, condemned (Figs. 35, 36, Plate IV.). 
Where the reduplicated combination forms the whole 
word, a line must connect the similar positions in 
two squares, e. g. intent (Fig. 37, Plate IV.). 

From positions low down like those belonging to 
the blended consonants on the lower horizontal 
partition, it is allowable to descend to the square 
below to represent -ed of the past tense, e. g. blended, 
contented (Figs. 38, 39, Plate IV.). And where it 
is requisite to connect any of these blended con- 
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sonants with a vowel lying on the same partition, 
the stroke must be incurved, e.g. humbug (Fig. 40, 
Plate IV.), or doubly curved, e. g. won’t (Fig. 41). 


PREFIXES. 


The following list contains the more important 
prefixes, with directions as to their representation :— 


ex-, start from ks; e. g. exude (Fig. 42, Plate IV.). 

con-, com-, from kn, or from k to nd, nt, mp, &e.; e.g. condemn, 
contemplate (Figs. 43, 44). 

in-, un-, start from nv or nd, &c., with or without dot. 

inter-, from nt to r, or to rp, &e.; e. g. interest, interpret 
(Figs. 45, 46). 

intro-, from n to tr; e. g. introduce (Fig. 47). 

enter-, cross-stroke, nt-r, —rt, &e.; e.g. entertain (Fig. 48). 

magn-, from m to gn; e.g. magnitude (Fig. 49). 

circum-, from sr to km; e.g. circumstance (Fig. 50). 

recogn-, from r to k and on togn; e.g. recognise (Fig. 51). 

irrecon-, dot, r—kn; e. g. irreconcilable (Fig. 52). 

self-, from s to /f in the same square. This prefix may be 
separated from rest of word if need be; e.g. self-made, 

_ self-deception (Figs. 53, 54). 

al-, from 7 with dot or cross-stroke; e. g. already (Fig. 55), 
Always is represented by a stroke from / to point on lower 
partition ; also, almost, and although by dots having fixed 
positions. 


‘*S TERMINATIONS. 


The following list contains the more important 
terminations :— 


-ing, finish at ng. 

-ality, -ility, -arity, -alty, proceed through proper points and 
terminate with dot or cross-stroke. 

-ism, finish at right upper corner; e. g. alcoholism (Fig. 56). 
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-ly, finish at 7, or combination, with dot or cross-stroke ; 
e. g. gloriously (Fig. 57). 

-ment, finish at proper point between m and nt; e. g. tempera- 
ment (Fig. 58). 

-mental, proceed from ment with upward curve to /; e.g. 
detrimental (Fig. 59). 

-self, same as prefix. 

-ship, from sh to p. 

-head, -hood, finish at point near left upper corner. 

-some, at point near right upper corner; e.g. handsome 
(Fig. 60). 

-ness, at point near left lower corner; e. g. holiness (Fig. 61). 

-tion, at point for sh—n. 

-cious, at point for sh—s. 

-teous, at point for ch-s, 

-ber, -ble, -ter, -sle, -ver, -vle, and terminations of this character 
have been referred to before. They are represented by 
blending the consonants composing them. 

-wise, -ways, -ward, have special positions. 


There are a few words which are allowed to 
violate the ordinary rule of progression, even when 
consisting of a single stroke. Such is self (Fig. 62). 
Here (Fig. 63) is another. 

In the formation of a long word, it is allowable 
to double back when convenient, provided the rule 
of keeping the initial letter clearly indicated be ob- 
served. But it is seldom advisable to make hori- 
zontal lines go backwards. ‘The easiest back move- 
ment is from right upper to left lower. 

Occasionally, though very rarely, a word forms a 
continuous line through several points, although 
consisting of more than one syllable or link. Any 
ambiguity arising from this cause may be obviated 
by leaving a slight hiatus at the point of junction. 
It is allowable to make a long loop between two 
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points which are doubly connected, when the word 
represented is not deprived thereby of its well- 
defined beginning and ending; e.g. misnomer (Fig. 
64, Plate IV.). 

It is also allowable to cross lines when no am- 
biguity can arise, e.g. Hampstead (Fig. 65). And 
any other means by which the reporter can expedite 
the taking of reports, without sacrificing accuracy, 
may be pressed into the service. 

The same word may by this system be repre- 
sented in different ways, and the first that occurs to 
the mind should of course be chosen when rapidity 
is required. But to prevent confusion and conse- 
quent loss of time from this cause, it is as well to 
lay down a few rules. 

1. Study accuracy: facility and rapidity will 
come by practice. 

2. Let the briefest modes of representing certain 
words be learnt at home and be introduced by the 
reporter only when found to be unambiguous. 

3. When any new word occurs, divide it into 
its proper links, making, as far as possible, each 
junction indicate not only the end of one syllable, 
but the beginning of the next, and represent them 
continuously from square to square, without seeking 
any shorter method until able to study the matter 
quietly. | 

Figures, when such as would ordinarily be placed 
in a continuous row, may be written across the 
middle of the square or squares in their usual forms, 
but when single they can be represented by a cross 
at one of the nine chief positions (Diag. 4, Plate I.) 
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A large O after any of these multiplies by ten. 
Figures can also be written in shorthand phono- 
graphically. 

As to punctuation, the comma, colon, and semi- 
colon may be dispensed with. The full-stop is re- 
presented by a Maltese cross at the G K position. 
The parenthesis, by the ordinary curves, drawn, as 
far as possible, at the vertical partitions. A note of 
interrogation is represented by a Maltese cross sur- 
mounted by the usual crook; a note of admiration 
by across with vertical dash above it. The ordinary 
signs, including commas, &c., may be written with 
a circle enclosing them, where extreme accuracy is 
required. 


GRAMMALOGUES. 


There are certain words which consist of a 
vowel or vowel sound alone, such as a, he, I, eye, 
high, O, oh, owe, you, Eh, Ah, awe, who, how. These 
can only be represented by dots or circles in posi- 
tions near their proper vowel spaces. 

There are also other words which claim to be re- 
presented with more than ordinary facility from the 
frequency of their occurrence, and also in some cases 
from the disproportion which their length bears to 
the gravity of their meaning. 

We have been unable to be strictly hottie 
in our selection of points for all the words to which 
we have assigned a position ; but it will generally 
be found that there is some good reason for the par- 
ticular choice, and we invite the learner’s careful 
study of Plate III., which gives the character and 





THE LOCOMOTIVE SYSTEM OF STENOGRAPHY, 17 


position of upwards of 180 grammalogues. <A dot 
or a circle is quite capable, by the aid of position, of 
indicating which one of this large number of words 
is meant. But in three instances, viz. man, did, 
and says, a larger circle is used, because their posi- 
tions are already occupied by two words each, and 
yet they are themselves formed of reduplications of 
the consonants to which those positions belong. 

The following is an alphabetical list of the words 
which are represented by these grammalogues, and 
the square in which each appears is given in one 
column if it be represented by a dot, in the other 
if by a circle. Dots and circles when placed close 
together are supposed to occupy the same position. 

















Dots. Circles. 
1S Ue Tt 
aided ye Daal a NA IIT. 2 
OES eS A A na ff IT.-IIT. 1 
according-ly .... = II. 2-3 
act SE fit ty 
advantage .. .. .. e) II. 1 
re a II. 4 
re II.-ITI. 2-3 
i Teet 
all ee III.-IV. 2-3 
0 fi aes 
Oe ee i IV. 3 
re > III.-IV. 2 
@uMOUe ., «else IV. 2-3 
am 4 gad: 
an | i mr 1 a 
| ae a re re Fat 
oO SS a -% LVut 
oo tng Sh Se ne II. 1-2. 
LS. Ee rs I-III. 2-3 
0 Or ailtad Se ieee I.-II. 3 


Nee ae ee <a III.-IV. 1-2 
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ask 

yr | en 
atall . 
away 
awe 


Be : 
because 
been 
before .. 
behind... 
being .. 
beyond 
but ; 
by 


Camels: 7 sg 
can 

care 
certain-ly 
chief-ly 
come 

could .. 


Dear 


done 
down 
during... 


Each 
earth 
eh? 
either .. 
end 
enough 
equal-ly 
ere 
even 
ever-y .. 
evil iow. 
eye 

Far 
first 

for 
from 


did (large circle) 
Ogre, Cree es 


Dots. 


IIL. 2 
a 
L1 

It.-III. 1-2 


IL.-III. 2 
Il.-II. 1 


IL. 2-3 
III. 3-4 


Lie 
IT.-IIT. 2. 


L-II. 2 
1. 4 


LIL 1 
IIL-IV. 3-4 
II. 1 


II. 3-4 


IL-IIl. 3-4 
Ti+ Sak 


Circles. 


Ii.-I1. 3 
II. 1 
II-III. 1 


Iii. 1 


II. 3 
II-III. 2-3 


I. 2 


I.-IT. 1-2 


I-II. 1 
I.-II. 2 


I, 2-3 
| iS 
I. 2-3 
II. 3-4 
III, 2-3 
I.-II. 2-3 
II. 3 


TIT. 3 
III. 1 


I. 2 
I-II. 3 





” 
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Dots. Circles. 
Give Il.-III. 8 
go.. IL-III. 2-3 
good vs II. 2 
Had ay I. 1-2 
half : Li3 
hand .. - At 
happy .- se 1 a! 
has et I, 1-2 
hast .3 lV. 1-3 
have a3 IT.-III. 3-4. 
he II. 1 
head .. I. 1 
health .. et IV. 2-3 
bear .. List 
heard .. o Tks 
heaven... ¥, IT. 3-4 
heir L-IL. 2-8 
help ie III. 2 
her eo L.-IL. 2-3 
high ati 
him I.-II. 3-4 
his UI-1LV. tL 
how = II. 4 
ee III. 1 
J, Glaser aa III. 1 
immediate-ly * bi IV. 3-4 
in. 2: a I.-II. 3-4 
ink IL. 3 
into “ This} 
oe IIT-IV. 1-2 
in. T=: 1-2 
Join vn IV. 3-4 
joy :. III.-IV. 4 
joyful-ly e III. 3-4 
Less, ... ITI.-IV. 2 
like-ly .. Li III. 2-3 
little IV. 2 


* This grammalogue is placed on the point allotted to the 
blended consonants mj, because this is the only convenient 
position. But we do not wish it to be imagined that we con- 
sider immejutly the proper pronunciation of the word. 
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Dots. Circles. 
Man (large tate I.-II. 3-4 
many .. ‘a I, 3-4 
may IV. 1 
me ; o% 19 Be 
member a IL 2 
might .. bE RS | 
more . I.-II. 3 
my IV. 1 
Neither Ls 
next a iL. 2 
no.. I.-IT. 4 
nor I.-IL. 3 
not rea I. 4 
number 1.3 
Q.. I. 4 
oh! I. 4 
old IVs? 
on I. 4 
only LY ne 
open Il. 1 
order I-IL, 2 
other IL. 2-3 
out II. 4 
owe I. 4 
Pen =. II. 1 
Quality IV. 4 
quantity Ue IV. 4 
quite IV. 4 
Same .. Ty. 4 
says (large circle) a III.-IV. 1-2 
see i IV. 1-2 
seen 3 IV. 1-2 
several... 16 | ee 
shall ns IV. 3-4 
she 1. 3-4 
short .. hh io 
should .. I. 3-4 
small .. Se IV. 4 
8O0.. I. 4 
some a3 IV. 1 
soon T¥e1 
spirit .. a III. 1-2 
spot ITI. 1-2 
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The 
these 
they 
thing .. 
this 

tO. 


Under .. 


unless .. 


until 
up 
upon 
us.. 
use 


Very 


Was 
way 

we 

well 
were 
what .. 
where .. 
which .. 
while .. 
who : 
whose .. 
why 
will 
with 
word ., 
world .. 
would .. 


Yes 

yet = 
yonder.. 
you 
your 





Dots. 


I, 2-3 


IV. 2 


IL-IIl. 1 
IL. 4 


IL, 3 
III. 4 
ILL. 4 


IV. 4 
IV. 4 


IIL. 4 
L.-IL. 2 
IV.1 


II. 4 











Circles, 





TV¥a2 
I. 2-3 
Il. 3 


[-II. 1-2 


II-III. 4 
IV. 3 
I.-II. 4 
II.-IIT. 1-2 


IT. 4 


III. 4 


III.-IV. 2-3 


IV. 4 
III.-IV. 3-4 
IV. 4 
I. 4 

I, 4 
IV. 1 


IV. 2-3 


IV. 2 
III. 4 


LYak 
I. 4 


II. 4 





Final s may be added to any of these grammalogues 
by making the usual tick either through the point, if 
replacing a dot, or through the circle. N.B. The dot 
for final y is subject to the same rule when s is added. 
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It now only remains to compare this system with 
that which has hitherto had the highest reputation 
_ for brevity and clearness, viz. Pitman’s. Let us 
take a simple example, such as the sentence which 
appears on our frontispiece: ‘“‘ Blessed be the man 
that provideth for the sick and needy; the Lord 
shall deliver him in the time of trouble.” Here are 
21 words, 27 syllables, 86 letters. ‘Tio make the 
sense equally clear by Pitman’s system, it would 
have to be written as follows :— 


anes oAS pee 4 ne ae 
Peek! 


Here there are 23 strokes or half-strokes, 9 twirls, 
2 circles or loops, and 10 dots and vowel-points ; in 
all 44 efforts of the mind and hand. 5 of the dots 
and vowel-points would probably be omitted whilst 
reporting, but would have to be added afterwards 
to make the sense clear. 14 of the 21 words, or 
two-thirds of the number, are represented by gram- 
malogues more or less arbitrary : we have left these 
undisturbed, so as to make the case as favourable 
for Pitman’s system as possible. Hven his reporting 
style would require 39 efforts of the mind and hand 
to represent the sentence even dimly. The Loco- 
motive System, on the contrary, requires only 13 
strokes, 8 dots, and 4 circles, or 25 efforts of the 
mind and hand, to represent the same sentence as 
fully as could be desired. Moreover, it uses only 11 
grammalogues instead of 14. 
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But it is in long words, for which Pitman has no 
grammalogues, that the Locomotive System has the 
most decided advantage. In his ‘Manual’ he gives 
a “list of best outlines for the most common words 
that admit of a variety of form,” and the list con- 
tains 384 words. Of these some consist of one syl- 
lable only, but the majority of two or more. None 
of them have the vowel-points attached, and there- 
_fore there are few which are not more or less am- 
biguous. Yet, taking the first 40 as a fair sample, 
they contain for every four words, on the average, 
10 strokes, 4 twirls, and 1 circle, or nearly 4 efforts 
of the mind and hand for each word. The 40 words 
consist in all of 112 syllables, and to represent these 
149 signs of some sort are used, without the vowels 
being indicated in the least. This is at the rate of 
4 signs for every 3 syllables. Let us now represent 
these same 40 words according to the Locomotive 
System, and let us even put in initial vowels, 
which Pitman does not. We shall then be able to 
read each form with almost as much certainty as if 
the word had been written in long-hand; and yet 
' the signs are considerably reduced in number (vide 
Plate IV.). 


Abandon .. .. Fig. 70 | Article od, aoe SS 
Abrupt nome.» 7L.1..Artichlate. .. eu 
Abstinence.. .. ,, 72 | Association.. Oy Ae 
ees )~=6SCG, «78 | Attentive ..-..' ,, 82 
America », %4 | Australasian .. UK: 
Anticipate .. » | Being .. 4 », 84 
Apartment .. » 76 | Benign 1b Ges » 3o 
Architect ee tae eerrder’.. eo 


Artery Sige [usta DOUURTe .. ge ua seen 


it, 
a 
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Bookseller .. .. Fig. 88 | Certainly .. .. Fig. 99 
Bravery jv iss < ee » 89 | Certifiente- 2: . =, £00 
Calamity...‘ <... ,, 90.) ;Oiaiemany. ce, ons ee 
Calculate,*..° ... -,, -91°|\-@Gheallengecrs i.) on, 2 ae2 
Candidate’::. .. * -5)~ 92:1 “Gliaracter =) =. 9-4.eaee 
Candlestick .. 95) 93 1 sO bein a rea are ee 
Capital Stes, ob, agp RAE th eee ee? ee 
Carnal’;. ~.. «... 5. 933) SOR Onas 7 es ee ee 
Carter Bee ee yg OO RRR te ie ee, 
Oatalogue’.. §:..° °5;. SF 4 -ienlar = SSS ees 
QOavyern: «i... .:.... d5,¢: 98 3) arent. aw cera pve 


These words are represented, according to the 
Locomotive System, by an aggregate of 88 strokes, 
16 dots, and 5 circles, or 109 signs in all, not quite 
one sign per syllable: so that, notwithstanding the 


fact that 14 initial vowels are prefixed by this 


system which are entirely, onitted by Pitman’s, 
notwithstanding the fact that final and intermediate 
vowel-squnds are all here shadowed forth, which in 
Pitman’s are not even suggested, there is a visible 
and incontestable gain of 40 signs in 40 words. 
There are fewer strokes to be made, and therefore 
greater precision can be exercised in making them ; 
and what is of greater value, there is no need for 
vocalising afterwards. Taking. all these things into 


consideration, the student will doubtless find our” © 


opening statement true, viz. that “the Locomotive 
System provides the reporter with apparatus by 
which nearly half his work is done before he com- 
mences his task.’ The only requisite to make it 
truly effective is precision. Our closing advice 
therefore is, Avoid hurry, and be precise. 


LONDON ; PRINTED BY EDWARD STANFORD, 55, CHARING CROSS, S.W. 
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